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really Protestant. It is true that there is an Irish Protestant
Church (disestablished some 3 5 years ago) in spite of the
fact that a Protestant Church is, fundamentally, a con-
tradiction in terms. But this means only that the Protestants
use the word Church to denote their secular organization,
without troubling themselves about the metaphysical sense
of Christ's famous pun, " Upon this rock I will build my
church." The Church of England, which is a reformed -
AnglicaivQatholic Anti-Protestant Church, is quite another
affair. An Anglican is acutely conscious that he is not a
Wesley an ; and many Anglican clergymen do not hesitate
to teach that all Methodists incur damnation. In Ireland
all that the member of the Irish Protestant Church knows
is that he is not a Roman Catholic. The decorations of>
even the " lowest" English Church seem to him to be
extravagantly Ritualistic and Popish. I myself entered the
Irish Church by baptism, a ceremony performed by my
uncle in "his own church.7' But I was sent, with many
boys of my own denomination, to a Wesleyan school where
the Wesleyan catechism was taught without the least
protest on the part of the parents, although there was so
little presumption in favor of any boy there being a Wesleyan
that if all the Church boys had been withdrawn at any
moment, the school would have become bankrupt. And
this was by no means analogous to the case of those work-
ing class members of the Church of England in London,
who send their daughters to Roman Catholic schools rather
than to the public elementary schools. They do so for the
definite reason that the nuns teach girls good manners and
sweetness of speech, which have no place in the County
Council curriculum. But in Ireland the Church parent
sends his son to a Wesleyan school (if it is convenient and
socially eligible) because he is indifferent to the form of
Protestantism, provided it is Protestantism. There is also\
in Ireland a characteristically Protestant refusal to take
ceremonies and even sacraments very seriously except by
way of strenuous objection to them when they are conducted